
 

Dear Family & Friends,          August 2020 

Greetings from St. Petersburg, Russia! I hope and pray that you are well 

and safe. Thankfully, we have a God who is above all that is going on in 

this world. I know that He is watching over and protecting all of us. I 

believe that as a result of going through this time, we will come to know 

Him as we have never known Him before. 

This coronavirus pandemic is a terrible pestilence or plague, the racial 

riots are so violent, attempts are being made to silence the Church, 

history is being rewritten, historical monuments are being removed, 

freedoms are being taken away, these are perilous times, indeed. Of 

course, we do not need to be surprised or be fearful, for the Word of God 

tells us these things will happen. 

I think when the pandemic started, one of the first Scripture references that came to mind was 2 

Chronicles 7:13-14  - When I shut up heaven and there is no rain, or command the locusts to devour the 

land, or send pestilence among My people, if My people who are called by My name will humble 

themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from 

heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.  (NKJV) 

Psalm 46:10 tells us to “be still and know that He is God.”  Isaiah 30:15 tells us, “For thus says the Lord 

God, the Holy One of Israel: “In returning and rest you shall be saved; In quietness and confidence shall 

be your strength.” But you would not …” (NKJV) For a time, people all over the world were sheltered-

in-place. I pray that we used that time to be still, to be in His presence, to return/repent and rest.  

There are a lot of opinions, theories and conspiracy theories going around about this pandemic, but we 

must be strong and of good courage, and not fear; for the Lord our God goes with us. He will never leave 

us nor forsake us.  In this world we will have tribulation; but we are to be of good cheer, because Christ 

has overcome the world. And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to 

those who are the called according to His purpose.    

I do believe that we are going to make it through this difficult time. But I also believe that through all 

that is happening, God is giving us a wakeup call. We can be God’s instruments to turn things around. 

During the quarantine, God gave (most of) us (with the exception of “essential” workers) time to draw 

away with our Father in order to allow Him to do the necessary work that He needs to do in each of our 

lives, and to strengthen and prepare us.  This time was a gift, something that we would usually not have, 

to dedicate to Him. I pray that we used it wisely & because we have had this time to be with Him, we 

will be forever changed. 

 



 

Before the coronavirus 

pandemic hit Russia, we 

celebrated Purim on March 

9th with the local 

synagogue and at home on 

March 10th. This year, I 

tried my hand at baking 

sweet Purim challah, baked 

apple-filled challah buns 

and hamantaschen cookies.   

On March 28th, President 

Putin called for a paid 

non-work week, in order 

to curtail the spread of the 

coronavirus. That week 

was then extended until 

the end of May. So, I set up 

an office in my home.  

In the midst of the 

coronavirus pandemic, 

there were many Jewish people, who made Aliyah via rescue flights. During the second quarter of 2020, 

350 immigrants from Russia made Aliyah on 8 ICEJ Sponsored Aliyah flights, 196 of them were assisted 

on 45 ICEJ sponsored connecting flights to Moscow from throughout Russia. We have now completed 

the first month of the third quarter. In July, 249 immigrants from Russia made Aliyah on 5 ICEJ 

sponsored Aliyah flights, and 170 of them were assisted on 39 ICEJ sponsored connecting flights. So 

far this year ICEJ sponsored a total of 1,349 new immigrants. Of these new immigrants, 1,055 were 

from Russia. Not even a pandemic can stop God’s plan for His people! 

 



 

For now, a lot of the bans have been lifted. Places of business are 

gradually opening up with a mask and glove regime. But at the same 

time, there is much talk about a second wave coming. And of course, 

we know that Israel has been hit hard with second wave, which is 

much worse than the first wave. 

The work from home order was lifted at the end of May. We have 

returned to the office a few days a week. I am grateful that I can still 

work from home a few days per week. I do not think it is wise to take 

the public transportation. Therefore, I take a taxi to the office.  I do 

this for my own protection, and also for those that I see on a daily 

basis, which includes Bella. Of course, taxi fare here is much 

cheaper than it is in America, but still costs a lot more than a ride 

on the metro. 

As far as church goes, due to the very strict requirements of the 

authorities, we will most likely not be able to meet until September. 

Since the end of March, we have been having our Sunday services 

online. Additionally, we have had weekly Zoom prayer meetings for 

the Guardian Angel project, which has been renamed the Angels of 

Russia project. However, starting last week, the group has resumed 

meeting at the newly renovated church office. For those, like me, who do not take the public 

transportation, the prayer meeting is still being conducted on Zoom.   

Though we cannot meet regularly on Sunday mornings, Union of Christians has 

held 2 outdoor events. In June, those who desired took a day trip to 

Pervomayskoye, which is about 60 km from St. Petersburg. In July, we had an 

overnight outing/retreat in Brovsk, which is about 238 km from St. Petersburg. 

We stayed at a vacation home/hotel that is owned by a church in St. Petersburg. 

The weather was cool and rainy on our full day there. On the day of departure, it 

was very warm and sunny. Despite the weather, it was awesome to be with church 

family, to have a time of fellowship, praise & worship, and individual prayer. On 

Sunday, we had a live Sunday sermon and partook of communion together! 

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, 

The Angels of Russia Project, 

barring an absolute miracle, will most likely not take 

place this year. The work on the Angel is moving along 

nicely. Soon it will be finished and waiting for the time 

when it will be transported to its location. However, a 

place to erect the Angel has not yet been determined, but 

negotiations are underway. As you may remember, a big part of the project was the prayer movement 

throughout Russia. There was to be prayer, praise, and worship gatherings in each of the 20 major cities 

on the journey. However, large gatherings are not permitted at this time, and traveling from city to city 

is difficult as well. But God has His own plan & His own timing for the culmination of this project, and 

His plan & His timing are perfect. He also has the perfect location, where He wants the Angel to be 

erected. I believe that His is preparing that place and the hearts of the people who live there, to receive 

this gift. 



 

This pandemic has been hard on everyone. Bella has had a very difficult 

time enduring it. Panic attacks seemed to be the norm. Thankfully, I think 

we are past the panic attacks, although she still has concern and fear. 

Praise God that Pastor Charlie Hess’ sister is with her. She came to visit 

and got locked down here. As difficult as it has been for her, it has been a 

great blessing for Bella…and for me as well. I would not have been able 

to work from home with all the demands that my job required at that 

time, and deal with Bella & her panic attacks. I think she had called the 

ambulance 3 times; she had a doctor from our regional clinic come, she 

called another doctor several times for consultation, and twice she had a 

cardiologist come for a house call. Each time she was convinced that she 

was having a heart attack, and 

each time they told her that she 

was not. Thank God for the cardiologist who changed all her 

medications, and the prescribed dosages of those medications, 

and was able to get her straightened out. Since then, her blood 

pressure and pulse have remained normal and stable. 

Bella was greatly blessed by the Grand Choral Synagogue. Three 

times the Synagogue brought her 30 kg of food, fruit & 

vegetables, and hygiene products. 

In times like these it can be very difficult to celebrate or rejoice. 

But it’s especially during times like this that we need to celebrate. SO, what did we celebrate? Well, first 

of all, we have a weekly celebration. It’s called Shabbat, the Sabbath. Thank God for Pastor Charlie’s 

sister, who conducts our weekly Shabbat celebration and study. She teaches. I translate. 

On April 1st, we had snow!    On April 7th, we had a super moon!        Then we had Passover/Easter.  

This year’s Passover was a truly historical one, as the whole world celebrated it in quarantine…just like 

the original Passover was celebrated in Egypt. From Passover we make the journey 

to Shavuot/Pentecost. Even nature reminded us it was Pentecost, as it was so windy 

here! On June 12th, we celebrated Russia Day! On June 25th we celebrated Bella’s 

unbirthday (or as she calls it her “half birthday, as it is exactly 6 months before her 

birthday). On June 27th, we celebrated 8 years of being neighbors with Bella. Then 

on July 4th, we celebrated American Independence Day. Finally, on July 5th, we 

celebrated my 22-year anniversary in St. Petersburg, Russia! 

Rejoice, rejoice, and again I say rejoice! Dear friends, may you find something to rejoice in/about at 

this time. And remember that He rejoices over you with singing! Thank YOU for being a reason for me 

to rejoice. You are such a blessing to me, and I thank my God for you! 

From Russia with Love, 

Sue Schramm 


